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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Ten Years of Episcopal Ministry in Vellore

“My Soul magnifies the Lord. My spirit rejoices in God my

Saviour. He has looked with favour on the lowliness of his

servant…” (LK 1: 46-48a).

This is the spirit that animates me today. It is indeed, the

mercy of the Father that chose me to be close to His Son

in fulfilling all His plans in the Holy Spirit. The heart that

seeks the sheep has sought out and brought me to the

Father, to sanctify, teach and govern His people. I myself

have experienced this personally from Jesus Christ who

sanctifies, teaches and governs me. It is this experience

that I try to share with priests, religious and our people. I

am indeed an unworthy servant but strengthened and

qualified by this powerful hand of mercy and love. At this

juncture, I am filled with gratitude for several people. First

let me express my gratitude to his Holiness Benedict XVI,
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who chose me to this ministry. I also thank our Holy Father

Pope Francis for his continued blessings. Certainly my

mind goes to that day of my Episcopal Ordination in which

archbishop emeritus of Madras - Mylapore who was the

chief celebrant, with all the archbishops, bishops of

TamilNadu. I do express my thanks to them.

My heart certainly remembers with gratitude the Salesian

Congregation which prepared me and given to the Church

of Vellore. I remember the Rector Major and his Council,

Provincial and his Council and all the Salesians. I will fail

in my duty if I don’t mention Fr. Peter Mathew, SDB., Fr.

Benjamin, SDB., Fr. Vincent Durairaj, SDB., and many

other Salesians. The priests of Vellore Diocese were all

very generous in accepting me and supporting me and

standing by me. All the members of my Curia, the

Consulters, Senate members of the past and present are

remembered with gratitude. While I am grateful to senior

priests, I must congratulate and thank the young priests

who do marvelous ministry in their parishes.

My heart really rejoices when I think of all our faithful.

Their faith and acceptance of me is something admirable.

A special word of thanks to Catechists, Teachers, Parish

Councils, Anbia leaders and members.

I cannot but mention our young boys and girls and children

for they are still faithful, enthusiastic and supportive to

me and to the diocese. I do in a special way remember my

parents, in particular my Father, my Grand Parents,
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Brothers and Sisters and their families. Though sad but

grateful to God who has taken away two children of my

brother. I must mention the family of my aunt, Mr. Thomas

and Mrs. Elizabeth of Arni Parish for they played a crucial

role at a very critical stage of my life.

I do remember my predecessors bishops Most Rev. Paul

Mariaselvam,SDB., Most Rev. David Maria Nayagam,SDB.,

Most Rev. Rayappan Anthonimuthu, Most Rev. Michael

Agustine,Most Rev. A.M. Chinnappa, SDB, who have

sacrificed their lives for this diocese. I do pray to them

that they will continue to bless the diocese and our people.

I bend on my knees in front of our Mother Mary Help of

Christians without her maternal love and guidance, I would

have been lost. Like Don Bosco once again I surrender to

her maternal love and protection. I do entrust our diocese

and mission to her merciful protection.

The Month of August refreshes our minds once again with

Assumption of Our Blessed Virgin Mary and Independence

of our Nation. Our Country and in particular, the minorities

like Christians are finding difficult to live and carry out

our mission. Let us pray to our Mother for her merciful

presence and bless all our leaders of the state and of the

Nation.

It is the wish of our Holy Father that we turn our attention

towards our families. He has asked us to learn many things

from our parents.
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 To smile and forgive each other.

 To welcome and sacrifice ourselves for others.

 To give without expecting anything in return.

 To pray and suffer.

 To rejoice and help each other.

I conclude this letter with great esteem, praise and thanks

giving for the Episcopal Consecration.

May God bless us all!

Yours in Christ Jesus,

+Most Rev. Dr.P. Soundararaju, SDB

Bishop of Vellore

Bishop’s Programme

04 Thu M John Mary Vianney Feast, Viruduvilanginan

05 Fri Madha TV, Tindivanam

06 Sat M Teachers’ Retreat, Vellore

E Arul Deepam Spiritual Animation Centre

Blessing-MettuKudisai, Pathiavaram

09 Tue Brigittine Convent, Bangalore

10 WedM Confirmation, Kasthambadi

E Mass – Luz Church, Chennai

11 Thu M Mass - Adoration Moanastery, Rangapuram,

Sathuvacherry

12 Fri E Holy Spirit Mass-Seminary, Veppoor

13 Sat M Old Age Home Blessing- Grace and

Compassion Convent-Tiruvannamalai

15 MonM Feast Mass – Assumption Cathedral, Vellore
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E Youth Programme - Don Bosco Orphanage,

Gandhi Nagar, Katpadi

20 Sat M Priestly Ordination, Random Korattur

21 Sun M Feast Mass, Tiruvannamalai

22 MonM VSSS building blessing, Scholarship

distribution- Sathuvacherry

24 Wed Decennial Episcopal Ordination Celebration,

Vellore

+Most Rev. Dr.P. Soundararaju, SDB

Bishop of Vellore

VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

Decennial Celebration

Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters

As you all know this year is the completion of the tenth

year Episcopacy of our beloved Bishop Most Rev. Dr. P.

Soundararaju, SDB., We have the Decennial celebration

of his Episcopal ordination on Wednesday, 24 August

2016. It is the day that we the Priests, Religious and

the people of Vellore diocese come together as one family

to thank the Lord for the wonderful gift of our bishop,

the charismatic and visionary leader and to congratulate

him for his ten years of dedicated service to our diocese.

Kindly take note of the program of the day:

3:30 pm - Arrival and Tea

4:00 pm - Public Reception in Sangamam

5:45 pm - Vesting at Cathedral
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6:00 pm - Concelebrated thanksgiving mass followed

by fellowship meal.

Priests’ Get-together

As usual the Annual Priests’ get-together will take place

on Thursday, 4 August 2016 at St. Antony’s

Matriculation School, Virudhuvilanginan. It is the feast

day of St. John Maria Vianney, the patron saint of all

diocesan priests. Let us come together and share our

joy and happiness with our Shepherd and our brother

priests.

Monthly Recollection

There is no Recollection for the month of August.

Rev. Msgr. I. John Robert
Vicar General
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HUNGER AND DISEASE FUND COLLECTION - 2016

 S.NO. PARISH AMOUNT

1 Christianpet 14,000

2 Alliyandal 3,000

3 Vettavalam 5,000

4 Cheyyar 5,000

5 Eleanganni 4,000

6 Thachampadi 15,360

7 Allikondapattu 1,500

8 Pallikonda  3,500

9 Anthoniyar Nagar 500

10 Nelliankulam 260

11 Keelpennathur 359

12 Perumanam 2,600

13 Thanipadi 500

                               TOTAL 55,579

Rev. Fr. A. R. Antony Samy
Director, VSSS, Vellore
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Education for Employment & Empowerment Centre

Precious Books for Sale with discount

The catalogue of the books

S. I.Material for UPSC Civil Price Price with
No services Exams Rs. 50%

discount

1. Civil Services Preliminary Exams
General Studies Paper I
(Text Book materials with model /
solved Question papers) 1000.00 500.00

2. Civil Services Preliminary Exams
General Studies Paper II
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(Text Book materials with model
Question papers 1000.00 500.00

3. Hand Book  for UPSC Civil Services
Exams Preliminary, Main & Interview
with new syllabus & Latest  pattern of
Civil Services Exam 150.00 100.00

II. Books on the liberation of the oppressed

1. OLD  TESTAMENT – 42 Books
One Volume Dalit Bible Commentary 2000.00 1000.00

2. NEW TESTAMENT – 27 Books
One Volume Dalit Bible Commentary 1000.00 500.00

3. Dalit Theology : History, Context,
Multi-Religious, Biblical Models
and Whole Salvation 800.00 400.00

4. Christians of Scheduled Caste
Origin in India – A survey 750.00 375.00

5. Towards Empowerment of Dalit Christians 250.00 125.00

6. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar:A Study in Just society 250.00 125.00

7. Education for Empowerment of Dalits 130.00 65.00

8. The Struggles Of Dalit Women in India 130.00 65.00

9.  Roots, Concise History of Dalits 80.00 40.00

10. Dalit and the Church, 80.00 40.00

11. �������	
�������	
����	
����	���	�

����
����	��	 80.00 40.00

12. Introducing Dalit Theology 50.00 25.00
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Please send your order for the books with a cheque or DD

in favour of Fr. S. Lourduswamy.  The books will be

delivered to you without postal charge.

Address :

Fr. S. Lourduswamy

Correspondent - St. Joseph’s Matric. Hr. Sec. School, Veppoor.

Melvisharam (P), Vellore Dist. – 632 509.

Mobile : 9487321179 / E-mail : frlourdu@rediffmail.com

Birthday

Rev. Fr. C.Antony Chinnappa Xavier 01.08.1976

Rev. Fr. M. Irudayasamy 02.08.1971

Rev. Fr. A. Motchanathan 05.08.1969

Rev. Fr. M. Devenesan 06.08.1981

Rev. Fr. N. Sagayanathan Kanikairaj 08.08.1975

Rev. Fr. D. Panneerselvam 12.08.1962

Rev. Fr. S. Antony Rosario 13.08.1980

Rev. Fr. J. Irudayaraj 14.08.1963

Rev. Fr. A. Lourdu Xavier 14.08.1972

Rev. Fr. D. Paul Arockiam 16.08.1981

Rev. Fr. R. Susai Regis 19.08.1954

Rev. Fr. D. Arul John Bosco 20.08.1981

Rev. Fr. R. Lawrence 23.08.1972

Rev. Fr. S. Francis 24.08.1976

Rev. Fr. A. Anandaraj 27.08.1983

Rev. Fr. D. Amalaraj 29.08.1950
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Ordination day

Rev. Fr. S. C. Jeya Kumar 24.08.2012

Rev. Fr. A. Jonas Philomina Doss 24.08.2012

Rev. Fr. Y. Anthony Raj 28.08.1981

Rev. Fr. P. John Bosco 28.08.1981

Calender

04 Thu St. John Maria Vianney Pr., Mem

06 Sat The Transfiguration of the Lord, Feast

07 Sun 19th Ordinary Sunday

08 Mon St. Dominic pr., Mem

10 Wed St. Lawerence, Dn, Mr, Feast

11 Thu St. Clare Vir., Mem

14 Sun 20th Ordinary Sunday

15 Mon The Assumption of  B.V.M Princ.

Patroness of India, Sol

21 Sun 21st Ordinary Sunday

22 Mon Queenship 0f the B.V.M., Mem

24 Wed St. Bartholomew Ap., Feast

27 Sat St. Monica, Mem

28 Sun 22nd Sunday

29 Mon The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist, Mem

Intentions

Let us pray that sports may be an opportunity for friendly

encounters between peoples and may contribute to peace

in the world.
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Let us pray that Christians may live the Gospel, giving

witness to faith, honesty, and love of neighbor.

Necrology

Most Rev. Louis Mathias SDB 03.08.1965

Rev. Msgr. John Mora SDB 05.08.1961

Rev. Fr. A. Fernandez 05.08.1995

Rev. Fr. Paul Bazgier SDB 07.08.1965

Rev. Fr. L. M. Arul 17.08.1974

Rev. Fr. Amaladoss Anthonysamy SDB 20.08.1983

Rev. Fr. G. J. Lawson 22.08.1987

Rev. Fr. Jegaraj SDB 29.08.1988

Most Rev. Hubert D’ Rosario SDB 30.08.1994


